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Plastic Market Update 

• Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 

• 2016 Plastic Recycling Survey Results 

• Market Challenges and Opportunities in 

Film Recycling  



Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 

 -Oil Prices 

 -International Politics/Policies 

 -Quality of Material 

 -Consumer Demand 

 -Health of Economy 
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Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 
• Oil Prices (Price of Virgin Resin) 
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Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 
• International Policy and Politics 

Green Fence 

National Sword 
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Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 
• Quality of Scrap Material 
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Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 

• Consumer Demand 
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Current Market Conditions 

• Oil Prices Steady 

• Export Markets Very Weak 

• Increase in Corporate Commitments 
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Scrap Plastic Market Drivers 

• Health of Economy 

2008 Financial Crisis 



2016 Plastic Recycling Survey Results 
 -Post-consumer Plastic Bottles 

 -Post-consumer Non-bottle Rigid Plastic 

 -Post-consumer Plastic Film and Bags 
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Post-consumer Plastic Bottle Results 

• More single stream 

collection  

• Evolving packaging 

types 

• Low Scrap Prices 
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Post-consumer Non-bottle Plastic 

Results 

• Export continued to 
decrease 

• Commercial 

segregated domestic 

reclamation 

increased 



Section Divider 

Post-consumer Plastic Film and Bag 

Results 

• Increase overall in 

2016 

• 53% of material was 

exported 

• Need to see increase 

in domestic 

reclamation capacity 

 



Plastic Film and Bag Market Overview 
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Scrap Film Market Overview 

• Retail film and 

curbside film strongly 

affected by hit to 

export markets. 

 

Green Fence 

National Sword 
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Post-consumer Film Challenges 

• Film causes problems at 

MRF 

• No market for curbside film  

• Participation in film drop-offs 

still low 
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Post-commercial Film Challenges 

• Lack of collection for mid size 

film generators 

• Need to increase demand for 

commercial film 
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Film Market Solutions 

• WRAP Recycling Action Program 
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Film Market Solutions 

• Value Chain Case Study 
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Film Market Solutions 

• Film Recycler Directory 
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Film Market Solutions 

• PlasticsMarkets.org 
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Film Market Solutions 

• Buy Recycled Directory 
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Film Market Solutions 



Section Divider 

Resources 

PlasticsMarkets.org 
Connects Suppliers & Buyers of All Types of Scrap Plastic 

PlasticFilmRecycling.org 

Educate and Facilitate Film Recycling 

RecycleMorePlastic.org 

Resources to Grow Recycling of All Types of Plastic 

MoreRecycling.com 

Annual Reports and Publications 
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Jordan Tony 

Sustainability Consultant 

Jordan@MoreRecycling.com 

609-226-2741 
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