
Why This Matters 
March 2017 value of 
OCC: $160 per ton 

April 2018 value of 
OCC: $74 per ton 

 
 
 

What happened? 
What does it mean? 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΚ 

The Effect of Global Recycling 
Market Changes on 

aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΩǎ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
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The Fallout 

In first of half of 2018, value of U.S. scrap sent to 
China was $2.2 billion ς down 24 percent year-
over-year. 

 



The Fallout 

U.S. paper companies take advantage 

ïά5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ Ƴƛƭƭǎ Χ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŘƻǿƴΦέ  

-Advanced Disposal CEO Richard Burke 
  



The Fallout 

-Recyclables head to 
disposal  
-Some local 
programs alter lists 
of what they accept 



The Fallout 

Exporters shift to SE Asia: 
-Thailand 
-Vietnam 
-Indonesia 
-Malaysia 
-Others? 



The Fallout 
Southeast Asian countries enact 
regulations of their own  
-Thailand to ban scrap plastic / e-scrap imports within 
two years  

-Taiwan announces plastic and paper restrictions 

-Vietnam cuts import permits 

 

 



Lead Up to Ban ς China Takes Action ς The Fallout ς The Future   



The Future 

A push for domestic 
solutions 
-NRC, NERC market development summits 

-Lawmakers getting involved (Blumenauer, 
Wyden in Oregon; Cuomo in New York)  

-More recycled-content mandates? 



The Future 

Chinese plastics processors 
look to set up in U.S. 
-Produce flake/pellet to send overseas 
-Partnerships with Chinese equipment makers 
-Help needed in e-plastics sector 
-Strategy threatened by tariff war 

 



The Future 

Investments by paper mills 
-Green Bay Packaging (Wisc.) 

-Cascades (Virginia) 

-Pressure on West Rock (Oregon) 



The Future 

ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŦƛōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΦέ 

-Mark Sutton, CEO of International Paper 
 



The Future 

Ongoing pressure at the curb 
In first half of 2018, hauler recycling revenues fall 

  ÅWM down 17 percent 
Å Republic down 5 percent 
ÅWaste Connections down 47 percent 
Å Casella down 40 percent 
Å Advanced Disposal down 44 percent 

 


