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Dunn 
County, WI 
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City of Menomonie
Population: 16,429



Services provided

• Household trash

• Construction & Demolition

• Furniture & mattress disposal

• Common household recyclables

• Tires

• Electronics

• Sharps disposal

• Used oil, oil filters, and antifreeze

• Plastic film & bags

• Agricultural plastics

• Mixed rigid plastics

• Yard waste

• Brush

• Scrap metals

• Appliances

• Compressed gas cylinders

• Textiles

• Batteries

• Light bulbs



Summer 2008

o Collected plastic 
bags every other week 
at Area Collection 
Stations & weekly at 
the Transfer Station & 
Recycling Center

o Partnered with 
Walmart for recycling

o Dropped bagged 
bags off each week 
outside on the loading 
dock

Recycling Plastic Bags - a humble beginning



Late 2013 started plastic film & bag recycling pilot programs with 

help from More Recycling, American Chemistry Council, & Trex

▫ Rural Recycling Drop-offs

▫ Small to Medium Sized Businesses

 Drop off at vocational center



Indianhead Enterprise, Inc.

o 2014 New partnership with local 
vocation center

o Baler on loan through Trex Company

o $.03/lbs. vs. $.13/lbs. until paid off

o Unable to pick-up materials

o Storage spaced repurposed for higher 
and faster paying jobs



2016 Consolidation Point at our 

Transfer Station





Drop-off Collection
o Collect in covered carts at all Dunn 

County Solid Waste & Recycling facilities.

o Signs from plasticfilmrecycling.org



Collection skyrocketed!
o Making extra trips

o Invested in a hand baler



Current System – PolyWrap Frame and 

Vento Bags



Education



2017 Incentives for Businesses

o Pick-up 

o Menomonie Market Food 
Coop

o Menomonie Post Office

o Local Nurseries

o Allowed small businesses to 
drop-off at our rural collection 
sties

o Offer a reduced tipping fee for 
industrial amounts

o ConAgra (Swiss miss hot 
chocolate)



Eau Claire 
County, WI
Population: 103,671

City of Eau Claire, WI

Population: 68, 587



Reach, Inc. – Eau Claire, WI

• 2014 began as a drop-off 

• Summer 2015 picking-up 
from businesses

• 2018 picks up from 14 
businesses



Baler



Storage

Storage area is 22 feet by 30 feet

Stack bales 3 high, each stack is 9 feet tall, 5 feet wide, and 5 feet deep 



Large Workforce



Contamination & Concerns

Water or other liquids 
▫ less than 1% of their plastic 

comes in wet 

Labels on clear film
▫ have such a large work crew it 

does not take long to sort 

Paper receipts and items being 
left in bags

▫ plastic that comes in from the 
general public

• Skilled forklift driver
▫ Difficult to tip a bale on it’s 

side when loading a semi
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